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RANIERI EMBARGOES
TALK OF LEAGUE TITLE
Leicester boss shuns Obama mantra, calls for
calm approach and warns of City ‘magicians’
LONDON • Claudio Ranieri refuses

to entertain any talk of Leicester
City winning the Premier League title and the Italian has reinforced
that message. He says he has no intention of copying US President
Barack Obama’s “Yes we can” slogan from the 2008 campaign.
Three points clear at the top of
the table with 14 games remaining,
Leicester travel to second-placed
Manchester City today full of confidence. The Jamie Vardy-inspired
2-0 win over Liverpool on Tuesday
night has led fans to ask whether

their fairy-tale season could have
the most remarkable ending.
Ranieri, however, has never got
carried away at any stage and he is
clearly not going to drop his guard
now.
After playing a straight bat to a series of questions about Leicester’s title prospects, the 64-year-old was
asked whether it was becoming
more difficult to play down their
chances of winning the league as
the weeks go by and they continue
to set the pace.
“I’d like to say, ‘Yes we can!’ But I

am not Obama,” Ranieri said, smiling. “Then it is difficult for me to say
this. If I maintain this suspense, it is
much better for you.”
The Italian broke into laughter
when quizzed on whether he has
said anything to his players about
challenging for the title: “You want
to know if I told something to my
players? This is a secret!”
And there was more amusement
when it was put to him that a brilliant passage of one-touch passing
against Liverpool had prompted
comparisons with Barcelona by
football commentators.
“Calm, calm, calm,” Ranieri said.
“Our fans must dream. We must
stay with our feet on the ground.”
While Leicester are now viewed

as legitimate title contenders in
many people’s eyes, it is easy to lose
sight of the fact that finishing
fourth and having the opportunity
to play in the Champions League
next season would be an incredible
achievement for a club who were
bottom of the table this time last
year.
“Amazing,” Ranieri said. “If we arrive fourth and go in the Champions League... unbelievable. I think
all the people understand we are doing something extraordinary so far.
What happens in the future I don’t
know but always we gave a very
good gift to our fans.”
He believes Leicester will pass a
comprehensive test of their title credentials with flying colours when

they face City today.
He is convinced his players are
embracing the spotlight and will
not wilt under the pressure of battling for their first top-flight title.
“My players are very intelligent in
every situation. Maybe everybody
believes in something special and
they are working for something special. This is important,” the manager said. “I think all the people understand we are doing something extraordinary so far.”
However, he warned his players
that City’s “magicians” can pick up
three points even if the Foxes play a
perfect game, with their
opponents’ striker Sergio Aguero in
top form, with five goals in his last
three league games.
“Man City have too many dangerous players. You can play a perfect
match but they’ll win because they
have magicians. It’s an open game
as they want to win. We want to win
too, so it’s open,” Ranieri said.
“Our fans continue to dream.
That is what we want. We know it’s
a tough match but from now there
will only be tough matches.”
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Match points: Man City v Leicester
Key battles
Sergio Aguero v Wes Morgan
Shorter, sharper, speedier and more
skilful, Aguero meets his opposite in
Leicester’s hefty centre-backs.
Morgan kept him quiet in December
but the Argentinian was out of sorts

then. He has been electric in his last
four appearances. He will look to dart
around and past Morgan and Robert
Huth, but Leicester have five clean
sheets in six games.

Yaya Toure v N’Golo Kante
Toure has been tipped to leave when
Pep Guardiola arrives so this season
could be his send-off. When he joined
in 2010, it was with a reputation as a
defensive midfielder. Now he is an

attacking presence whereas Kante,
who has made the most tackles and
interceptions in the Premier League
this season, really shields the back
four.

Martin Demichelis v Jamie Vardy
Another duel where a quick striker will
look to expose a slower centre-back.
Demichelis had a dreadful start to the
season but has performed better of
late and has become vital in Vincent

Kompany’s absence. Yet Vardy’s
movement makes him the most
elusive of opponents while Claudio
Ranieri this week likened his volley to
Marco van Basten’s greatest goal .

Key statistics
Goals
(1st in EPL)

MAN CITY

46
(Joint 2nd)

LEICESTER

44

Clean sheets

Top scorer

His form

Summer spending

4

13

6

£158m

Last 6 games

Sergio Aguero

5

18

Last 6 games

Jamie Vardy

Last 4 games

17
Last 21 games
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Pep bristles
at reporters
over erosion
of ‘respect’
for managers

LONDON • Bayern Munich’s Pep

Guardiola angrily hit out at the media yesterday for a perceived lack of
respect shown to managers around
the world, questioning why head
coaches even bother with press conferences.
The Spaniard was unusually prickly at a media conference for today’s
game at Bayer Leverkusen, as he
faced questions about whether he
would be able to focus on his current and future jobs.
Showing visible signs of frustration because of questions about his
summer move to the English Premier League, Guardiola stated he
was only attending the press conference to preview the game because
he had to.
“Us managers get no respect
whatsoever in the world,” he added.

Like a boss

Another
first-time winner?

65% 1978

(S$321m)

Last 100 games

£25m
(S$51m)

Manchester City
manager Manuel
Pellegrini's win rate in
the Premier League –
65 wins in 100 games.

Leicester could become the
first team to win the
English league for the first
time since Nottingham
Forest in 1978.
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Pellegrini:
I knew all
about the
Pep deal
LONDON • Manchester City man-

ager Manuel Pellegrini has dismissed suggestions that Pep
Guardiola was manoeuvred into
the club behind his back.
The Chilean said yesterday he
was not kept in the dark as the
Bayern Munich manager was
ushered into the City hot seat.
Guardiola agreed a three-year
contract with City this week and
will begin work ahead of next
season.
“It’s important for everyone to
know that I knew what was happening and that no one was doing anything behind my back,”
Pellegrini said. “It’s important to
talk about this season and not
the next one.”
His immediate concern is
today’s encounter at the Etihad
Stadium, where his side can overhaul surprise challengers Leicester City at the Premier League
summit with a win.
Defeat, however, would not
spell the end of City’s hopes of
winning a third title in the last
five seasons, Pellegrini said.
“It’s not the biggest game of
the season so far – we can win or
lose this game and the Premier
League will not end here,” added
the Chilean.
“We have 39 more points to
fight for. You cannot think
you’re champion if you win and
if you lose, there are lots more
points. It’s a good game, a big
game but not decisive.”
City’s home supporters will today have their first opportunity
to begin a drawn-out farewell to
Pellegrini.
Before Monday’s announcement regarding Guardiola, it appeared this game would be all
about first place in the table and
the displays of City’s Sergio Aguero and Leicester’s Jamie Vardy,
two of the division’s most
in-form strikers.
But Pellegrini, who received a
rapturous response from City
supporters during Tuesday’s victory at Sunderland, looks sure to
dominate proceedings today
when he appears before his
home crowd for the first time
since his departure was confirmed.
There had been speculation
that City’s decision not to renew
the Chilean’s contract when it expires later this year might unsettle a team still pushing for honours on four fronts.
But City’s assured performance at Sunderland suggested
otherwise and that ability to concentrate on the game ahead, rather than focusing too far into the
future, is what will see them
through the campaign, according to defender Gael Clichy.
“We need to make ourselves
hard to beat and that’s what we
did,” he said. “Three points are
three points – what we’re trying
to do is take every game as it
comes and see how it goes.”
While all eyes on the field will
be on Aguero and Vardy, Pellegrini must decide whether another exciting forward, Nigerian
youngster Kelechi Iheanacho,
will keep his place after an FA
Cup hat-trick at Aston Villa last
week and a rare start against Sunderland.
Aguero suffered an injury to
his calf when scoring the winning goal at Sunderland, but he
is expected to be fit, while midfielder Fabian Delph is close to a
return from a minor calf injury of
his own. AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
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“It doesn’t matter what we say. I
am here, okay, because I have to be
here. There is no more respect for
managers.”
He also criticised some outlets for
not asking about his team, who sit
eight points clear of Borussia Dortmund at the top of the Bundesliga.
“Why don’t you write about the
many nice things I say about the
players?” he said.
“There are media outlets here in
Germany that haven’t asked me a
single question about football since
I got here.
“I don’t know why managers even
give press conferences any more.”
The former Barcelona manager
added he will not have a problem
thinking about both Bayern and
Manchester City over the coming
months because, “I’m like a woman,
I can do two things at once”.

Guardiola did, however, admit
that the manner of his departure
from the 25-time German league
champions is unusual.
“I know it has never happened before, a manager leaving Bayern. Normally Bayern leave the manager,
but we have four months,” he said.
Bayern (52 points) are on course
for their fourth straight league title
but will be without their new signing Serdar Tasci, who suffered a
head injury in training last week.
The Bayern manager also said
that midfielder Arturo Vidal was
ready to play at the weekend after
reports, denied vehemently by the
club, that he had turned up for training intoxicated during the recent
training camp in Qatar.
“He is a strong person,” Guardiola
said. “He is ready to play.”
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Good Grief! is priced at
$22 nett at all good
bookstores.
There will be a
Meet And Greet session
with Alan John at
Kinokuniya in Ngee Ann
City on Saturday,
March 12, 2016 (2-3 pm).

